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the extent, that whero there is a sufficient number of Protestants to form . 
u dissentient school, and they make application to Government/for fiat' 
purpose, they are allowed the privilege, otherwise thoy must support't^O 1 
R. 0. schools. ' T 

In Manitoba the aatm is entirely different. The majority does notwiah * 
to teach the special doctrine of any church. The object for which ite 
schools are established is to train the young in knowledge *that will fit - 
them for being good citizens, and it leaves to parents and chnirches the 
work of training them for church membership. There is no hardship or. 
unfairness in asking the Roman Cathcdic citizens to support the public 
school system, any more than m asking then* oa oitizena to do their share 
of any public work that is for the equal, benefit of all. \ . ,, ., 

The position of parties in the two provinces is thus very different. In , 
Quebec the majority demand Shat their schools shall teach Romanism, 
and thoy allow the minority, under certain conditions, to have separate . 
schools. In Manitoba, the majority provide schools that will fit all the 
young people for being good citizens, but demand that these schools shall 
not be used for advancing the special interests of Presbyterians, Roman •' 
Catholics, or any other denomination. They claim that churches should' 
do their own speoial work, which the Roman Catholics are as froe todo as . 
any other. , ' 

If there were no separate schools in Quebec the minority would have to ' 
support schools which exist for the express purpose of opposing arid- 
overthrowing all other denominations. In Manitoba the minority is pot 
asked to support schools which exist far the purpose of opposirigRome, 
or for upholding (my other denomination, but. national school*, whidb 
teach no catechism, and discredit the religious beliefs of no dminmitmi-Am 
The Roman Catholics of Manitoba have the same privileges' that the’ 
Presbyterians or Episcopalians, or Methodists, or Baptiste, of Manitoba, 
have ; the privilege of getting a good education for their children In the" 
puhlic schools, without having their religious beliefs interfered with,and 
the privilege of giving their children instruction in their own catechisms 
in whatever way they may think best, outside the public wiWJ- ' 

The cry for fair play is widely echoed. Pair, play demand* tbat the 
Roman Catholics get the same privileges that other denominatiwiado, no 
less, no more. At present they have that fair play in Manitoba, instnic- 
lion on equal terms in all other matters, and- equal liberty to instruct, 
(heir children in their own catechism. 1 v 
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ii,we present order of things is reversed, and separate schools are 
r 'r^MFUt)&^ed there will not be fair play. The Roman Catholics will 
-then have Government-aided schools with their own catechism as a text 
hook, while the Presbyterians, Methodists, Episcopalians -<r Baptists, will 
haveno sjyeh liberty. 

, v ]\IaQ<<abe*, other denominations havo not the same privileges that the 
/Roman Catholics have. Presbyterians cannot use their catechism in the 
) fl&paratesohools, nor can Episcopalians or others use theirs. These other 
■“ denominations have to make some sacrifice, to u> ite on some common 
ground, in order to. get the benefits of an education, and under suoh a 
.separate school system there is not fair play. 

v ’ Fair play demands that the- present order of things in Manitoba be 
maintained, to go back to the former position is to give to the Roman- 
/ iota an advantage that others are not allowed, and every lover of freedom 
. and of his country should stand for fair play to all and favors to none. 


,2. 4 second error in many minds is that the Roman Catholic people 

' feel it to be a great grievance not to have the separate schools with thoir 
. ‘ catechism as a text-book. 

■, - If this were the case there would be more sympathy for the old schools 
.even though the claim be unjust. But such is not the fact. 


The R. C. people are realizing that the schools, as controlled by the 
' Church, are utterly inefficient; that the children coming out of Buch 
' schools from the average country district, with little education beyond 
' thoir knowledge of thecateohisni end church observances are sadly want- 
1 , ing in equipment for the work of life. 


It is an open secret that a great body of the Roman Catholic people, 
both in Manitoba and Quebec, would prefer public national schools, and 
if there were airee expression of the opinion of the intelligent Roman 
Catholics, of .Canada, there is little doubt that it would be largely in favor 
of public national schools, apart from the control of the clergy. 


.' This isjeep in the jnunber -who take, advantage of other and-better-'- 
school* whW#*h<Sy have the opportunity. It is seen in the demands that 
>1 the mobs independent of their newspapers sometimes make, that the peo- 
sh&tL control the schools. It is seen in the oom- 
fc in private by intelligent Roman Catholics, to Protes- 
txntawhotiitliey meet, in business relations, that the clergy control the 
- schools and rue them for their own special ends. 




The agitation to testate separate schools in Manitoba hi 
the Roman Catholic people in Manitoba or of thpaa of 
"grievance" is the “ grievance ’ of tho R. C. ctosgy. ThOagwta«fiWfep 
work of the clergy, who seek to keep control of the edutaijiffli ^.Skf^,^ 
young, and whip are exerting their utmost efforts to .that '' 

Thequeetion that has faced a froa people, both Proteatahtaiid^Rita^m 
Catholic, of Manitoba, is whether they will have for theif 
best education they can get, and have the churches • beach; ‘.their 
catechism, or whether they will yield to the claims of tho 
lie oleigy and allow eonao of the schools to be made what they mays 
to make them. " 

The question that faces the people of the Dominion ianot whethe* #rtyv 
will show sympathy for -their Roniau Catholic fellow-countrymen, bh|.i 
whether tbiy will Join with the clergy of tho Church of.Roirieitt 
effort to wrest and keep from the people the control of their «inw®*fe 
schools, and force upon a young and growing Country the tettott^f^ 
medueval ecdeaiasH c jam. “ 



